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At a Meeting of the ComwmiTTie of the Graxp LopnGe or
MassacuuseTTs, af Concert Hall, in Bofton, February 12,

A D. 18c0.

VOTED. That our Rught Worfhipful Brethren, Pavr Revzre,
Josiau BirTeerr, and Joseik Lavenrown, be appomnted to wait on
our Honourable Brother, Timo1uy Bigerow, Efquire, with the thanks
of the Grand Lodge for the chafte and appropriate Eulogy delivered
by lum on the xxth inftant, before the moflt numerous and refpcétable
aflembly of the Fratermity cver convened mn this Commonwealth,
difplay of the Sublime Virtues and unequalled Labours of that Pillar
of the Infhitution, and Ornament of Humamty, our late Illuftrious
Brother, GEORGL WASHINGTON, and to requeft a copy for the

prefs.
Attefl DANILL OLIVER, Grand Secretary,

-

7o the CommiTTEE of the GraxD LopGe oF MassacruserTs,
at Concert Hall, in Bofton, February 12, 18co0.

DBRroTHERS,

THE Eulogy, delivered by me yefterday, having beeen written at
your defire, cuftom, in fome meafure, renders it a duty to jicld the
copy requelted fo- publ cation  Imprefied with a grateful fenfe of the
honour confcrred on me by your approbation, 1 am your oohged Brother,

TIMOTHY BIGLLOW,
BosroN, Zebruary 12, A L, 5800,
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BRETHREN OF THE MASONIC FRATERNITYy AND
FELLOW-CITIZENS OF THIS RESPECTABLE AUDIENCH,

"THOUGH filence be juftly confidered
the language of grief, yetit is equivocal. Hypoc-
tify o1 indifference may affume it. On gieat occa-
fions, therefore; it becomes a duty to vindicate
our feelings, though it be impofiible fully to ex-
prefs them.  Highly laudable then is the condu&
of our generous nation, at the prefent mournful
crifis. While all clafles of ow fellow-citizens,
obedient to the injun¢tions, and imitating the ex-
ample of Congrefs, are pouring forth their for-
rows, and recounting the virtues of the decealed
WASHINGTON ; while the great and good of
other nations are minghng their regrets with the
lamentations of his affiéted countrymen—fhall the
Mafonic Fraternity be filent ? Supprefs their grief
they cannot; and fhall they attempt to conceal it ¢
No, my Brethren, he had a double claim to our

-~

Y attachment ;
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a*tzchment: and we will dwell on his memory
v.th pecubar affeGion. If our departed Brother
vet tokes an atereft in what pafles upon eaith ; if
f.s bucft fhade full hovers over the country which
he proteéted and loved, may we not hope that our
tnibute of refpect will be acceptable ; that our unit-
cd plendit m2y even touch his immortal foul with
plezfure ! A hope like this would foften our pangs,
acd dart a ray of comfort through the gloom of
afi.&uicn which furrounds us: But ah, how un-
l1xe are our prefent emotions at beft, to thofe we
Lave been wont to indulge on the returns of this
zam:verfary ! Long have we been accuftomed to
hail it with joy, and regard it as the era of Heav-
en’s peculiar favour to our country. Blind to
faturity, we have fondly hoped that he would yet
continue many years ; that he would long defend
us with his fword, and blefs us with his counfels-;
that he would ghde gently down the declivity of
Life, mzjeftic as fome mighty river, and late, very
late, fink in the ocean of eternity. So long fhall we
deplore his apparenily untimely departure. So
long will this returning day call forth the mingled
emotions of joy and mourming. But future times
will 2gain regard it as aufpicious. Our remoteft
pofterity, inheriting our freedom and indepen-
dence, and that happy Conftitution which alone
can fecure them, will never be unmindful of the
MasTER, who prefided at the building of the fair
fabric of political glory, or forget that on this day
WASHINGTON was born.

WHEeN we fee 2 whole nation of freemen in tears,
difconfolate for the death of a fellow-citizen, what
words can fwell his panegyric? Indeed, the people

of
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of the United States exhibit a Ipe&tacle that is
fcarcely to be paralleled in the annals of mankind,
Nations, it is tiue, have often aflumed the garb of
forrow, and pompoulily difplayed the emblems of
grief for the death of Emperors or Kings. But 1t
was when obedience, perkaps reluftant, was yield-
ed to the orders of a fucceffor, or when, for rea-
fons of State, mourning was eftablithed by laws.
Unde: fuch circumitances, appearances may be de-
ceptive : But, on our happy fhores, we fear no ty-
rant frown ; we mneed nothing extraneous ta
prompt our fighs ; our forrows are the fpontane-
ous effufion of grateful hearts ; they demonftrate
our refpect to be fincere 3 and are fcarce lefs hon-
ourable to the nation, than to the memory of him
whofe death they deplore. Sull more firiking 1s
another view of this interelting fcene. Rarely has
the world done juftice to the meiit of the gieat,
while Living : It has often ungeneroufly perfecuted
its beft benefadtors, or fuffered them to pine in
the gloom of neglect. SocraTEs, though a lumi.
naiy to his own and futwie tumes, in fcience and
in virtue, was condemned by his infatuated coun-
trymen to death. Brzrisarius, who conquered 3
kingdom fo1 his mafter, was fuffered ignomimoudly
to beg his bread.* CorumBus, who gave a new
world ta mankind, was loaded with chains, and
purfued with infatiate rancour to his giave.
Amelicans aie more juft : While the great
WASHINGTON was yet alive, they knew how
to

* Though the truth of this anecdote be queltinned by writers of enu-
nence, 1t 1s neverthelels fupported by good authorities of ancient date 3
and 1t 1s agreed by all that Belifurius was st cne time unyuftly deprived
both of hus honours 1nd eftates
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to appreciate the mughty blefling. Let us exalt
in the remembrance that they long fince hailed
him the rFirsT oF MEN ; that they twice invefled
him with the chief command of their armies ; that
with their unanimous fuffrages they twice 1aifed
him to the dignmity of Supreme Magiftracy ; that
their united acclamations and fervent bleflings fol-
lowed him 1n his repeated retirement from office ;
that he lived in honour, and died in glory. Yes,
they even claim from his family a right to fhare
their affliGions ; with them to mourn their de-
ceafed Father, to plant the cyprefs on his grave,
and water it with their tears. Heaven furely ap.
proves this conduét : Heaven will continue to difs
tinguith a people duly fenfible of their bleflings.

Voruminous would be a detail of all the meri-
torious ations, or even of the great achievements
of our departed friend: To recount his heroic
deeds, would be but to recite the hiftory of his
country, while he was in the field ; would be but
to repeat what thoufands have already told, what
many of you, my auditors, have perfonally witnefl.
ed, what even his vanquithed enemies have publifh-
ed to the world. © that we could analyze his
mighty mind ; fhat we couid afcertain the ele-
ments of this {plendid luminary in the moral
world ; that we could with unerring eye trace on
the intelleGual map the path which he purfued
to immortal happinefs and fame !

I't has not unfrequently happened, that the pof-
feflion of a fingle eftimable talent in a high degree
has rendered an individual an object of admiration

to mankind. The ruil terv prowels of Alexander,
befides
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hefides fubjefuing the world to his dominion, pto-
cured him the title of Great ; and in the opinion
of a fuperflitious age, enrolled him among the
gods. Soron and Lycureus acquired immor-
tal renown for their wifdom as legiflators. No-
bility was confidered a poor reward for CHAT-
HAM’sS ment as a ftatefman. Surry has been
juftly celebrated for cultivating the arts of peace.
Thefe talents all centered in our great Coun-
tiyman, without their kindred vices, rafhnefs,
feverity, pride or {upinenefs.

Jupcing the condu& of others by the inadequate
ftandard formed in their own narrow minds, there
were not wanting thofe, who, at one time, dared
even to queftion his ability for the command of
our revolutionary army. The Fabwan policy which
induced him to avord a decifive engagement with
the invading enemy, at that ame drew upon him
an ill-judged imputation of timidity and indecifion.
But the illufion was tianfitory It was foon pel
ceived that the erior was in the optics of his ac-
cufers ; that the muft of ignoiance which had en-
veloped them, had never obfcured the funfhine
of intelhgence which conftantly beamed on him.
This very conduct 1s now umverfally acknowledged
to be among the moft decifive prooss of his great-
nefs ; without which, the iflue of the conteft, if
not ruinous to our country, would at beft have
been extremely problematical. His penet.ation
taught him that his countrymen were daily becom-
ing more formidable, by experience in difciphne
and the duties of the camp ; by habits of danger
and an increafing knowledge of the a:t of war j

B while
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while none of thefe advantages attached to thar
cnemies. Remote from the fource of fupplies,
their fubfiftence was precarious ; and the walte of
tioops, neceflarily occafioned by the cafualties of
war, was reparred with difficulty. To them, there-
fore, delay was defeat. Regardlefs of the mil-
taken or invidious fuggeftions which his prudence
might draw upon him, he difcerned the path of
fafety for his country, and fteadily purfued it It
is {ftrange that at that period his courage or his
conduct could have been diftrufted. Previous to
that, at a time when the clouds of defpondency
overfpread our hemifphere with their deepelt
fhade, when defpair had almoft loft her energy, he
had in perfon, with a handful of troops, gallantly
furprifed, defeated, and captured a numerous ene-
my at Trenton ; and, eluding the vigilance of an
army fufficiently powerful to have cruthed him,
again aftonithed his adverfaries by the builliant vic-
tory at Princeton. On that memorable occafion,
he at one moment exhibited a fpeétacle anxioufly
interefting to his companions in arms. From the
neceffity of rallying a difordered part of his troops,
he intrepidly placed himfelf in their front, and led
them on to the charge. More eager to repair their
difgrace, than attentive to the peril of his perfonal
fituation, they rathly renewed the en gagement while
he was ar their head ; and thus he was for fome

time espofed to the fire of both the contending
armies.

But whatever ungenerous furmifes might at any
time have been indulged by the heedlefs or envi-
ous, the voice of murmuring had been filenced be-

fore
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fore the victory at Monmouth., After that event,
he was the objec of uninteirupted confidence to
his country, and of tenzo1 to her foes, ull, by an-
nihilating the power of the invadeis by the fplen-
did 1eduétion of Yoiktown, he put a glorious
period to the war; and the admuining world pro-
nounced his charafler as a General confummate !

Havine finifhed his nulita1y career, and enter-
ed on the tranquil fcenes of retirement, for which
he had a peculiar fondnefs, it feemed generally to
be thought that his public hfe was finifhed. As
yet, however, he had executed but in part Heaven’s
high commuffion. Few, perhaps, had hitherto per-
cerved in him that unmiverfality of mind, which has
enabled him fucceflively to adorn eveiy ftation he
has filled. Mocdeft and unafluming in his deport-
ment, he never indulged in a pompous duplay of
talents unimportant to the duties before him , bt
unfolding them as exigencies required, he was al-
ways equal to the occafion. When the deferved
partiality of the cle€tors in his native State dele-
gated him to the General Convention, and the re-
fpect of that body placed him in therr chair, he
there difcovered the qualities of a great Legiflator,
and eminently contributed to the produétion of
that inftrument, which 1s juftly confidered a mod-
el of political wifdom, and which, we truft, will

long fecure that Laberty which his valovr had
achieved,

As a ftatefman he was yet untried. But grati-
tude for his fervices, 1efpec for his charaéte:, and
confidence in his ntegaty, impelled his fellow-

citizens,
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citizens, with one confent, to elevate him to the
dignity of Prefident. As if this had been his pecu-
liar province, he here fhone with unrivalled luftre.
His admuniftration was a fatire on thofe who aie
born to rule. Making the general good the fole
object of his purfuit, and carefully diftinguifhing the
attention which was due from him as an individual
7o the claims of relation and friendfhip, from the
duties he oved to the public, he never yielded to
the influence of private partiality, nor ftooped to
the lIow policy of aggrandizing his family by the
gifts of office. He beftowed employments on
thofe only who added to integuty the qualities
neceflary to difcharge them. Pauent in inveftiga.
don, and cautious in refearch, he formed his refo-
futions with deliberation, and executed them with

ecifion. Confcious of the purity of his motives,
and fatisfied with the propriety of his determina-
tions ; duly eftimating alfo the facred duty of
maintaining the conftitutional rights of his office,
he was not to be foothed into dithonourable com-
pliance by the blandifhments of flattery, nor di-
verted from his purpofes by the terror of num-
bers, or the impofing weight of pubhc charaéter.
Wken a revolution, unprecedented in its kind,
kad involved the European world in confufion,
and the flame of war was f{preading into other
quarters of the globe, neither the infidious at-
tempts of the emiffaiies of France, nor the treach-
erous arts of her American adherents, could induce
him to hazard our quiet. Though himfelf a fol-
dier, and equal to the emergencies of war, he per-
ceived not only that the truc interefts of his coun-

try,
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iry, but juftice and humanity enjoined a continu.
ance of peace. He therefore wifely adjufted the
mifunderftandings which threatened our tianqul-
lity, and refolved on a fhiiét neutrality. Our own
expellence, and the events which have fince tian-
fpited in other countries, have fully juftified the
meafure. Yet, firange to tell, difappointed faéion
defpaning of fuccefs in an impeachment of his
diicernment or undeiftanding, has dared here to
anaign the purity of his motives  Circumitances
feem to have placed him beyond the 1cach of fuf-
picion. His wealth was moie than fufficient for
all the purpofes of {plendid enjoyment ; he had no
pofienity to mherit hereditaiy honouis , and he
was furely too wife not to know that a crown
would tainifh his glory ; that his own reputation
was 1nfeparably connetted with the profperity of
his countiy ; that his fame would mount no higher
than her Eagle could foar. 'What more than he
poflcfied, could ambition pant for ? What further
had the world to beftow ? Where then are thefe
accufers, thefe felf-imagined models of perfection,
who can fhow us where WASIIINGTON was
wiong, wheie they would have condufted with
more wifdom and integrity ? Do they too join the
general acclamations, or are they filent ? If there
arc thofe upon caith who renounce all pretenfions
to moirality, who difclaim the obligations of grati-
tude, vho dare even refufe to afcribe glory to
GOD, (and we have too much evidence of the
melancholy falt) can a mortal expe juftice fiom
them ? But how tranfcendent muft be that great-
nefs which either extorts applaufe from its ene-
mies, o1 avies them into filence !
ABouUT
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AsouT to reunqufh the toils of his aiduous
ftatton, and retire once moie to that domeftic
repofe whichi he had left with 1eluétance, and which
his declning years now feemed to requue, he
could not ciofe his public life without an ac pecn-
Liarly apprepriate to his charadter, and which
fully demonftrates that ardent attachment to his
country which governed all his condult. His
farevell adwice difclofes an intimate know lcdge of
the internal concerns, foreign relations, prefent
and furure interefts of the United States, fufficient
of itfelf to have entitled its author to fame. But
vhen 1t is confidered as the iefult of an intcll.gence
adequate to the fubjeét, as the fruit of perfonal ex-
perience matured by profound meditation, and in
which no motive could have operated but the
welfare and glory of the nation, we may fafely
pronounce it an oracle of political truth , a palla-
dium, which, while carefully preferved, will pe1-
netuate our Union and Independence ; an amulet,
¥ hich, if conftantly improved, will render the
body peclitic invulnerable, we might almoft fay
immortal.

I WASHINGTON occurred a union rarely
to be found, of greatnefs and goodnefs. Courage,
wifdom, and magnammty, thofe eminent qualiies,
which embrace the whole community in their op-
eration, were not thofe only which diftinguifhed
his chara&ter. He was equally remaikable for
the lefs fplend:d, though not lefs amiable virtues,
which more Immediately refpected himfelf, his
family, and friends. However the abundance of
his means, or his long and famiiar intercourfe

with
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with the world might have expofed him to temp-
tation, he prefeived his morals not only pure, but
even unfullied by the breath of fufpicion. How-
ever the applaufe of mankind, and the wealth and
honours which Fortune, no longer blind, beftowed
on him with a liberal hand, mught have attached
him to the world, he never foigot that he was
mortal and deftined to another flate of exiftence.
In him religion was a fteady piinciple of altion.
It not only taught him fortitude in-dange:, and
patience under misfortunes, but inftiu¢ted him in
the yet harder leflon of moderation, of even hu-
nulity 1n the full fwell of profpetity. How often
does hiftory inform us of commanders, tranfported
with the tide of fuccefs, and grown giddy in its
cddies, forgetung their dependence, and anogating
even diwvine honours! As a counterpart to this,
our annals may record the concluding paffage of
the general orders, publithéd on the furrender of
Yorktown. ¢ Divine fervice fhall be performed
¢¢ to-morrow, in the different brigades and di-
“ vifions. The Commander in Chief recom-
““ mends, that all the troops that are not upon
¢ duty, do affift at it with a ferious deportment,
““and that fenfibihty of heart which the 1ecollcc-

¢ tion of the furprizing and particular interpofi-
‘¢ tion of Providence in our favour, claims.”’

Trat WASHINGTON was affeCionate and
endearing 1n his conjugal relation, the anguifh of
his widowed wife fufficiently evinces , and no lan-
guage can do fo much juftice to her fenfibility, as
her own affefting anfwer to the condolence of Con-
grels, and her more recent return of thanks for

thofe



76
BT ——F

thole expreflions of fympathy, which you, my re-
{petted Brethren, thought it your duty to commu-
nicate to her.* That he was compaflionate and
bumarne, is honourably told by the tears of his dif-
confolate domefticss That he was benevolent, hig
emancipated flaves will long remember, and even
their pofterity acknowledge with gratitude. How
amrizble, how confiftent 1s the charaéter of this il-
luftriors man ! Himdelf the champion of political
freedom, he difdained to hold his fellow-creatuies
in abje& domeftic fervitude. An advocate for
mild and equal laws, he diclaimed the right of
unlimited control over the aéhons of others. Not
fausfied with barely reftoring to them that free-
dom, of which, in common with their countiy-
men, a cruel policy had deprived them, but yield-
ing to the claims of juftice, though unaided by
law, he gave them in a frechold the hire that had
not been ftipulated, and bleft them at once with
competency and independence. Highly honouiable
would it be to eour fellow-citizens in the South, if
this magnanimous example thould have its proper
effeC ; if, in their treatment of the wretches fub-
je&ted to their power, they would emulate the be-
nevolence of WASHINGTON , if, obedient like
him to the voice of humanity, juftice and religion;
they wonld abandon the favage claim of holding
human beings in flavery, and repeal every ftatute
in their code which countenances a principle fo
derogatory to the laws of Freemen.

Havive already contemplated fuch a variety of

diftinguifhing features in this great and amable
' character,

® See Appendix,
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character, does it {till admit of addition ? Ts theré&
room 1n the portrait for another trace of the faith«
ful pencil, that will increafe its beauty ? Yes, my
Brethren, to us another and no lefs interefting view
remains. Ammated with a generous philanthro.
py, our deceafed Brother early fought admiffion
into our ancient and honourable fraternity, at once
to enable him to cherifth with advantage this heav-
enly principle, and enlarge the fphere of its operas
tion. He cultivated our art with fedulous atten-
tion, and never loft an opportunity of advancing
the intereft or promoting the honour of the Craft.
While Commander in Chief of the American revs
olutionary army, he countenanced the eftablith-
ment and encouraged the labours of a travelling
Lodge among the military. He wifely confideied
it as a fchool of urbanity, well calculated to difiem-
inate thofe mild virtues of the heart, {fo ornamental
to the human charaéter, and {o peculiarly ufeful to
eorrett the ferocity of foldiers, and alleviate the
mileries of war. The cares of his high office en-
groffed too much of his time to admut of his en-
gaging in the duties of the chair , yet he found
frequent opportunities to vifit the Lodge, and
thought it no derogation from his dignity there to
ftand on a ZJewve/ with the Brethren. True to our
principles on all occafions, an incident once cecur-
red which enabled him to difplay their influence
to his foes. A body of American troops, 1n fome
fuccefsful rencounter with the enemy, poffefled
themfelves, among other booty, of the jewels and
furmiture of a Bntifh travelling Lodge of Malons.
This property was directed by the Commander in
C Chief
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Chief to be returned under a flag of truce to its
former proprietors, accompanied with a meflage,
purporting that the Americans did not make war
upon nftitutions of benevolence.

Or his attachment to our order in geneial, you,
my refpected Brethren of the Moft Worfhiptul
Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth, have had
perfonal knowledge. His anfwers to your repeat-
ed addreffes, breathe throughout the fpuit of
brotherly love ; and his affeGtionate return of
thanks for the Book of Conftitutions, which you
prefented him, and for the honour, as he was
pleafed to confider it, which you did him in the
dedication, muft be evidence highly fatisfatory of
the refpectful eftimation in which he held you.
The information received from our Brethren, who
had the happinefs to be members of the Lodge
over which he prefided many years, and of which
he died the Mafter, furmifhes abundant pioof of
his perfevering zeal for the proiperity of the inft-
tution. Conftant and punétual in his attendance,
fcrupulous in his obfervance of the regulations of
the Lodge, and fohcitous at all times to communi-
cate light and inftru&ion, he difeharged the duties
of the chair with uncommon digmty and ntelh-
gence 1 all the myfteries of our art. Nothing
can more highly conduce to the profperity and
honour of Mafonry, than a fuccefsful mmitation of
this bright example. It cannot fail of its effect
upon our Brethren in 1ts immediate neighbourhood
in the fouth , they will beautify their column.
And fhall we be outdone in zeal > Placed geo-
graphically in the eaft, in a quarter of the Union

fiom
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fiom which the nation has been accuftomed to
learn wifdom, 1t fhould be our peculiar care to dif-
fufe light through the temple of Malonry. As 1t
is known that we fhared largely in the eftcem and
affe@ion of our deceafed Brother, it is eafy to per-
cetve that our good conduét will itfelf be an enco-
mium on his memory. We fee before us, among
the fad emblems of mortality, not only the fword
which 1n this neighbourhood he drew in defence
of his country, but allo the very attire which he
has often woin as a Mafon How devoutly 1s 1t
to be withed, that thefe {inking memorals may
fhimulate us to a noble emulation , that, like the
mantle of Eljah, they may infpire us with an un-
alterable attachment to virtue and benevolence !
This day witnefles to the world in what veneration
we hold the memory of depaited greatnels Let
not the folemmity be without its appropriate effect
upon outfelves While with funeral pomp and
Mafonic honours, we celebiate the obfequies of our
deceafed Brother, while we bhend with anguifh over
the urn which contains a part of what was mortal
in him,* let us hke him remcmber, that we aie
amimated with a heavenly flame, which the chill
damps of death cannot extinguifh , like him refolve
to_fquare our actions by the rules of reclitude, per-
fevere in the lize of our duty, and 1eftramn our
paflions within the eompafs of propriety, knowing
that the all-fecing Eye of om Supreme Grand Maficr
above, contunually cbferves us That when we
fhall have pel forined the g/ afligned us hete, we
may

* A lock of General WasuingTon hair was depofited 1n the urn

borne in the Malonic funeral proccinon on tlus occalon  Sce Appendis
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may like him be called from our work to the re-
jfrefbments which alone can fatisfy our immortal
defires : That when we put off this earthly cloathing,
we may be arrayed with the garments of glory,
put on the jewels of light, and fhine foiever g
the fublime arch above,
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An gdorels

Of the GraND LoDGE oF FREE AND ACCEPTEP®
Masons, jor the Commonwealth of MissacHU-
SETTS, fo ther Honoured and llufirious Brother
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

WHIL&T the hiftorian 1s defcribing the career
of your glory, and the inhabitants of our extenfive empire
are made happy in your unexampled exertions while fome
cclebrate the Hero, fo diftinguiflied in liberating Umnited
America, and others, the PaTr1oT who prefides over her
councils—a BAND oF BRoTHERS, having always joined the
acclamations of their countrymen, now teftify their refpect
for thofe milder virtues"which have ever graced the Man,

TavcaT by the precepts of our Society, that all its
members fland upon a level, we venture to aflume this fta-
tion, and to approach you with that freedom which dis
yunifhes our difidence without leflening our refpect.

Desirous to enlarge the boundaries of focial happinefs,
and to vindicate the ceremonies of thewr inftitution, this
Grand Lodge have publithed a Bak of Confirtutions, (and a
copy for your acceptance accompanies this) which, by dif-
covering the principles that atuate, will {peak the eulo-
gy of the Society , though they fervently wifh the conduét
of 1ts members may prove its higher commendation.

Convincep of his attachment to 1its caufe, and readinefls
to encourage its benevolent defigns, they have taken the
hiberty to dedicate this work to oNE, the qualities of whofe
heart, and the actions of whofe hife, have contributed to
improve perfonal virtue, and extend throughout the world

the
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the meft e 'dearing cordialiies, and thel humbly hope he
will pardon this freedom, and accept the tnbuwe of then
efie.r ind honwge

Ni-y the StPREVME ARCHITECT OF 1HE UNIVLRSE
protect and blefs you. gne you length of days and -
creafe of felicity in this world, and then recewve you to
the harmontovs and exalred focicty 1n heaven.

(Sizned)
JOHN CUTLER, Giand dgficr
JOSIAH BARTLLIT, i
MUNGO MACKAY, } Cieaod B det,

Boe—en, Dece—be- 27, A D 1793

e T T e ————

The dnfltocr,

7o 12 Graxp LopcE or TH- FREE AND Ac-

cerTED Masons, for the Cemmonwealth of Mas-
SACHUSETTS.

FLATTERING as it may be to the human mind, and
truly honourable as it is, to recerve from our fellow-citizens
teftuirories of approbation for exertions to promote the
public welfare—it 15 not lefs pleafing to Laow, that the
muider virtues of the heart are highly refpected by 1 So-
ciety, whofe Iiberal principles are founded 1n the immuta-
ble lav s of truth and juftrice,

To enlarge the fphere of focial happinefs 15 worthy the
benevolent defign of a Mafonic Inftitution , and 1t is moft
fervently to be wifhed, that the condu& of every member
of the Fratermity, as well as thofe publ_cations that difcover
the principles which actuate them, may tend to convince
mankind that the grand ob,e& of Mafonry 1s to promotg
the happinefs of the human race.

‘WaILE I beg your acceptance of my thanks for the
“¢ Book of Confiitutions” which jou have fent me, and
for the honour you have done me 1n the dzdication, peinuz

me
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me to affure you that I fecl all thofe emorrons of gratitude
which vour aftectionite addrefs and cord.al vwifhes are cal«
culated‘to mmfpiic And I fincerely pray that the GrReaT
ArcurTecT or :iE UNIviRsE may blefs you here, and
receive you heicafter m hiy 1mmontal Tuuple.

(Signed)

G WASIIINGTON.

The EAST, the WEST, and the SOUTH, of the
GrAND LODGE OF ANCIINT, FREE AND AcC~
cLpTED M soNs of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sACTivsy v1s, 7o ther Mot Worthy Brother
GEORGIL WASHINGTON.

~

\’XTISHING ever to be foremoft 1n tefhimonials
of refpe& and adimraton for thofe virtues and fervices
with wlach yoa have fo long adorned and benefited our
common country , and not the lait nor leaft to regret the
ceflation of them in the public counals of the Union 3
your Biethren of the Grand Lodge embrace the earheft
opportunity of greeting you wm the calm retrement yow
have contemplated to yowfelf

Troucrtr, as Citizens, they lofc you mn the adive laboars
of political Iife, they hope as Mafons to find you in the
pleafing fphe:2 of fraternal engagement. Fiom the cares
of State, and the fatigues of public bufinefs, our inflitution
opens a recefs, afflording all the rehef of tranquilirty, the
harmony of peace, aad the refrcthment of pleafuie : of
thefe may you partake 1n all therr punty and fatis{altion ;
and we will affure ourfelves that your attachment to this
focial plan w1l mcreafe, and that, uader the aufpices of
you. encouragement, afiftance, and patronage, the Craft
will attamn the Ingheft ornamecat, peifection, and praife.
And it 15 our ardent prayel, that when vour hght Mall be

o
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fio more vifible in this Earthly Temple, you may be raifed
fo the sri-perrect LopGe above ; be feated on the
right of the StprREME ARcHITECT of the Umwverfe, and
¢here recerve the refrefhment your labours have merited.

Ix behalf of the Grand Lodge, we fubfcribe ourfelves,
+1th the higheft efteem,
Your affeétionate Brethren,

PAUL REVERE, Grand Mafler

ISATAH THOMAS, Senwr G.and Warden.
JOSEPH LAUGHTON, Funiwor Grand Warden
DANIEL OLIVER, Giand Secretary.

83:70%, Mercd 23, 1797

Zo the GRAND LobGE ¢f ANCIENT, FREE AND

AccePTED MasoNs ¢of the Commonwealtlh of
MASSACHUSZTTS.

BPOTHERS,

IT was not until thefe few days, that I have been fa-

voured by the receipt of your affeCtionate addrefs, dated
in Bofton the 21ft of March

For the favourable fentiments you have been pleafed to
exprefls on the occafion of my paft fervices, and for the
regrets with w hich they are accempamed for the ceffation
of my public funétions, I pray you to accept my bef®
achnowledgments and gratitude.

No pleafare, except that which refults from a confciouf-
nefs of having, to the utmoft of my abihinies, difcharged
the truft vhich has been repofed in me by my country,
can equal the fatisfaCtion I feel from the unequivocal
proofs I continually receive of 1ts approbation of my public
conduct , and I beg you to be affured, that the evidence
thereof, which is exh bited by the Grand Lodge of Mafla-
chufetts, 1s not among the leaft pleafing or grateful to my
fzeungs

I~
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I~ that retirement which dechining years induced me to
feek, and which repofe, to a mind long employed in pub~
lic concerns, rendered neceffary, my withes that bounteous
Providence will continue to blefs and preferve our coun-
try in peace, and in the profpenty it has enjoyed, will be
warm and fincere ; and my attachment to the Society of
which we are Members, will difpofe me always to contrib-
ute my belt endeavours to promote thc honour and in-
tereit of the Crafz.

For the prayer you offer i1n my behalf, I entreat you to
accept the thanks of a grateful heart, with the affurance
of my fraternal regerd, and beft wifhes for the honour,
happmefs and profperity of ail the members of the Grand
Lodge of Maflachufetts

G. WASHINGTON

BosTon, January rr, x8oo
Mapsan,

THE Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of
MafTachufetts have deeply participated 1n the general grief

of their fellow-citizens, on the melancholy occafion of the
death of their beloved W asHINGTON.

As Americans, they have lamented the lofs of the Chief
who had led their armues to viftory, and their country to
glory , but as Mafons, they have wept the diffolution of
that endcaring relation, by which they were enabled to
cll him #herr Friend and their Brother They prefume
not to offer you thofe confolations which might alleviate
the weight of common forrows, for they are themfelves
inconfolable  The obje& of this addrefs 1s, not to inter-
rupt the facred offices of grief Iike your’s, but, whilft
they are mmmghng tears with each other on the common
calamuty, to condole with you on the irreparable misfor-
tunc which you have indwvidually experienced

To their expreflions of fympathy on this {folemn dif-
penfation, the Grand Lodge have fubjoined an order, that

a Golden



26

a Goiden Urn be prepared as a depofit for a lock of hair,
an invaluable religue of the Hero and the Patriot, whom their
wifhes would immortalize ; and that it be preferved with
the jewels and regaha of the Society.

SzouLp this favour be granted, Madam, it will he cher-
ifhed as the moft precious jewel in the cabinet of the
Lodge, as the memory of his virtnes will forever be in
the hearts of 1ts members

‘We have the honour to be,
With the higheft refpect,
Your moft obedient Servants,
JOHN WARREN,
PAUL REVERE,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.
Mrs. MarTHas WASHINGTON.

e e e R

Meceunt Virhon, January 27, 2800,
GENTLEMEN,

MRS, WasaINGTON has received with fenfibiity your
letter of the r1th inft. encloling a vote of the Grand
Lodge of Maffachufetts, requefting a /ck of her deceafed
Hufband’s 4a:r, to be preferved in a Golden Urn, with the
jevels and regalia of the Grand Lodge.

Ix complying with this requeft, by fending the lock of
hair, which you will find enclofed, Mrs. WasHINGTON
begs me to aflure you, that {he wiews with gratitude the
tnibutes of refpect and affe€tion paid to the memory of her
dear deceafed Hufband ; and receives, with a fecling heart,
the expreflions of fympathy contamned in your letter,

‘With great refpect and efieem,
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient Servant,
TOBIAS LEAR.
Jorx WARREN,
PaoL Revereg, § Paft Grand Maflers.
Jos1ar BARTLETT,



